[A case of Kikuchi disease. Review of the literature].
We report a case of Kikuchi's disease in a young man. It is a rare entity, described for the first time in 1972. It manifests clinically with cervical adenopathy and fever, often associated with other non-specific clinical signs. Laboratory tests are often normal. The diagnosis is established on the basis of histologic of lymph node excisional biopsy. Kikuchi's disease is likely to be misinterpreted as malignant lymphoma or systemic lupus erythematosus. It generally needs no treatment because it runs a spontaneously benign course with complete resolution of the symptoms within 6 months. Secondary systemic lupus erythematosus may develop. For this reason, regular follow-up of patients is recommended. The etiopathogenesis of this disease is still unknown, perhaps due to an immunologic phenomenon. It could be a hyperimmune reaction induced by various antigenic agents (infectious, neoplasic), or an autoimmune process.